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those great changes, produced with the merciful
deliberation of natural forces, were not even
suspected by the innumerable generations of living
creatures that existed during their accomplishment.
Social transformations operate in the same way,
insensibly and incessantly. The timid man fears,
as he would a future cataclysm, a change which
began before he was born, which is going on
before his unconscious eyes, and which will become
noticeable only in a century's time."